The Universal Provider

called forth by the display in the windows of his fur-
niture department of a painting entitled Harlech
Castle, North Wales, by Sir Charles Leslie, R.A.
Critics were quick to point out that the titles prefixed
and suffixed to the name of the artist were imaginary!

As there is not, and never was, a " Sir Charles Leslie/*
a member of the Royal Academy, this is rather astounding
even for the Universal Provider. . . . Mr Whiteley's staff
are decidedly shaky in their knowledge of art.

Evidently the offending picture was quickly removed,
for within a fortnight correspondents were hotly de-
bating whether or not the letters c R.A.5 had ever
appeared on it at all; while rival tradesmen were
seizing the opportunity to exhibit in their windows
paintings obtrusively labelled "Not by Sir Charles
Leslie, R.A." Absurd as this wordy warfare was, it was
symptomatic of the aggravated state of feeling in and
around the Grove on the subject of the Universal
Provider.

Whiteley had used the handbill and circular and the
sponsored editorial article to give himself the favour-
able publicity he needed. But, perhaps provoked by
the continual baiting of the local Press, he now em-
barked on an enterprise which later he had good cause
to regret. He attempted in March 1877 to establish
a newspaper of his own under the high-sounding title
of the Westbourne Gazette and Belgravia Herald.
How little he knew about journalism and how poorly
he estimated the skill it required is shown by the
salary, two pounds a week, which he contracted to pay
to the editor of his paper, Loftus Slade. The latter,
when first summoned into Whiteley's presence, sought
to dissuade him from his rash venture, and made the
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